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modernization and which correlates highly with economic development is basically an
educational index. It consists of the arithmetic total of (a) enrollment at the level of
secondary education taken as a percentage of the age group, 15 to 19, and fb)
enrollment at the level of higher education as a percentage of the age group, 20 to 24
(multiplied by a weight of 5 because of the greater importance of higher education in
modernization.48 The seventy-five nations were then divided into four levels and
labelled as shown in Exhibit 9.1: underdeveloped, partially developed, semiadvanced,
and advanced. For our purposes, the rankings provide a rough measure of the level of
modernization in the educational systems of the seventy-five countries, ranging from
least modern to most modern.
It can readily be seen that the most advanced level (IV) is made up in large part
of the countries of the West that were earliest or most active in their modernizing
efforts. Here are the primary modernizes, located largely in the inner zone of Western
Europe, and the European offshoots of that zone, the United States, New Zealand,
Australia, Canada, and Russia. The outer zone countries of Europe are all in the
semiadvanced level (III). The Latin American countries are divided between semi-
advanced and partially developed (level II); most Asian countries are classified as
partially developed (level II); and most of the new African states are classified as
underdeveloped (level I).
Thus our disparities have a fundamentally educational base: Europe's education
by and large is more extensive than that of the rest of the world as of mid-twentieth
century; and Western Europe's education is more extensive than that of Eastern and
Southern Europe. Much of this advantage arose from the historical fact that the
Western European countries and their offshoots began their economic and political
modernization before most of the rest of the world did. It is significant that all sixteen
nations classified as advanced are either Western societies that began their economic
modernization in the late eighteenth or early nineteenth centuries, or have been
markedly influenced by the West in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. And, in
terms of C. E. Black's category of modernizing leader ship, twelve of the sixteen began
their political modernization before 1810, while Japan, Russia, and Finland began
such consolidation in the mid-nineteenth century.49 (Israel is a special case of
twentieth-century origin.)
There is not only a rough correspondence between the level of educational
development and economic, and political modernization, there is a rough historical
correspondence: the earlier the modernization began, the more modernized the
countries are. This, of course, does not apply in an exact one-to-one correspondence.
Britain was first to launch a political revolution and first to industrialize, but it is not
first in the composite index of the late 1950s. Japan and Soviet Russia were relatively
late to industrialize, but are very high on the index. The reason the United States,
Japan, and Russia are so high is certainly related to the speed and thoroughness with
which they modernized their educational systems. Japan and Russia borrowed heavily
48 Ibid., chap. 3. Most of the data are from the late 1950s.
49 C E. Black, The Dynamics of Modernization, pp. 90-94.